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Oxtober 17, 2006

Director R. Lee Fleming

Office of Federal Acknowledgment
United States Department of the Intetior
MS: 34B-81B

1951 Constrution Avenue, NW.
Washington, DC. 20240

Re:  October 11, 2006 Letter Requesting Additional Materials

Thank you for your letter dated October 11, 2006 regarding the Tribe’s June 30, 2006
Request for Confirmation of its Status. The Trbe gmaﬂy appreciates the time you and your staff
ate devoting w the Tribe’s Request since our meeting on September 19, 2006. Many of the
" docutnents requested in the first page of your letter were inadvertently omitted during copying.
Enclosed are the following materials that should be inserted at the appropriate tab in the Tejon
Indian Tribe’s fune 30, 2006 Request for Confitmation of Status:

1, Page 2 of Special Indian Agent John ‘l'errell’s letter dated March 6, 1916 (Fixhibit 17).

2. Page 5 of Special Assistant to the Attorney General George Fraser's letter dated July 12,
1920 (Bxhibit 23).

3. Page 1 of EB, Meritt’s letter to L.A. Dorrington dated October 27, 1923 (Bxhibir 59).

In addigon, we are enclosing L.A. Dorringron’s March 21, 1925 letter and referenced article in
the San Francisco Chronicle. With regard to item 2 (January 14, 1918 Clous Report), my
understanding is that those pages do not appear on the source microfilm and presumably are Jost
forever. Likewise, we have not been able to locate the incoming letter from Vice President
Charles Curtis referenced in the Secretary of the Inrerior’s letter dated June 26, 1930,

Regarding the Department’s request for Chief T.o2ada’s death certificate, documents
tegarding Magdalena Olivas and documents rclating to decent from Chico, the Tribe is in the
process of locating and compiling those documents und will forward them to you as soon as
possible. We note that Magdelena Olivas is picrured in the Kitanemuk Section of Volume 8 of
the Smithsonian’s Handbook of North American Indigns, at 569,
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Please rest assured that the Tribe is commitred to providing the Department with
whatever assistance necessary to facilitate the Department’s review of the Tribe’s Request. We
are concerned, however, that some of the requests contained on the second page of the
Department’s letter are not germane to the Tribe's Request for Confirmarion. For example, we
are puzzled sbout why the Department needs any additional historical documents from 1776
through 1962 given that the Department held land for the benefit of the Tribe until that time.
Further, the United States affirmatively asserted in litigation (that ultimately reached the Supreme
Court) that since 1846 the Tabe and its members “have been and now are wards of the United
States[.]” United States’ v. Tiske Insurance & Trust Company, Complaint at § 1. The United States
explains in its Supreme Court Brief that over time the tdbal members remaining at I'ejon Ranch
had been reduced to “about 807 members — a figure that coincides with Special Indian Agent
Terrell's 1915 census of the Tribe. Sor United States Supremc Court Brief, at 7 (Exhdbit 71);
Decembex 12, 1915 Lettet from Special Indian Agent Terrell to the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs (Exhibit 14). Because these actions (and othes) represeat a clezr expression of the
United States” acknowledgment of the Tribe, 1 reiterate that our request of the Department is
simply that it confirm the Tribe’s status based on the historical documents (including BIA’s 1915
censns of Tejon members) and the genealogical evidence that demonstrates that our members
descend from the members identified on the 1915 census.

‘I'he Tejon Tribe thanks the Department for devoting the time and resources to reviewing
our Request for Confirmation. If we can be of any further assistence in your review, please do
ot hesitate to contact Suzanne Schaeffer. We respectfully request that the Deparnent meet
with our attomeys prior to November 1, 2006 so that we can provide an update on the status of
our Request for Confirmation to our members at the Tribe’s meeting on November 1.
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rather modestly had to say that he would eell his 240 acree for

> %%
the »rice of $10,000-00. Poreibly there ie ss much as $1,000-00 @%

’ ¥

D worth of improvemente on his place,that is,worth that much,though <
W% P  that s, ) =
possidly thvey may coet Tim as much as $1,500-00. (=)

Really *s entire canyon,thet le,that portlian coming to the
thread of tre stream or either side £nd back as far zs available-
or fezirable “ov uee of the I-dlane,esst from where water first x
nomes to the =arface #nd down eald cenyon to the Indian Rancheria
is noty in my jodgmentswotbh"310,000-00,

All the other owners declined to fix a price.

Antleipaling & probable fallure to secure puitable land in
locallity sbove named,before leaving Bakerefield requested by
letter from the Genersl Land 0ffice at Los Angeles date showing
remaining Government land in the 4 blocks to the south,sou*heast
end southweet and adjoining prenent Rancheria,which wes kindly

end promptly furnished,accompanied,however,with the suggestion of

the clerk mending eame that,in his opinion, £4LL virtually all the
lenc in seid wlocks worth while had been tsken by white people,
He expres.ad himsel{ se reasonzbly certain thet the untaken-
Governiwnt-land war 811 very rough and dry,st least having no pew
menent Furface water. Had I been equiped with surveying instfu-
mente and sufliclent data-field notee~ that I might have gotten
a correct mtart-fixed corner- would have spent sufficient time in
last named locality to have concluded as to Government land worth
while. 1 have bhaen sorély diaapp;inted that I have so far not
been able to secure these poor most unfortunate Indians suitable
purchasable land dn which they may be lpcafed.
In the hope of p:Ledbly finding tYem & location some 25 to §
30 milee to ihe northeast of the Rancheria in the vhcinity of LQ&

@
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whenevar oppertunity offere, one &nd snother of thelr gerdens send
cultivates Tislds is thrown inte cattle rengs, Living in s free
country they ure noﬁ‘free Ben, Thie ig 4 8itustion whioh heg gl
reedy exclted tne ettention of Beighborfing whiye oommunities gnd
éroused the Bctivities of rore thon one Teliglous body, it would
not for & moment etand the test of publfe opinion. Undeyr sugh

eonditione, the Goverament Sannot and wily not spars trouble or

1 am confident thyt Jou snd your 82600iates do not
“PPreciete what hap been done sna what i 84111 gcing on on the
rsnch undey YOUur apparent suthority, and j Ym Very hopeful that
when you do Four sense hotk of Jjustiee and of éympathy, even nare
than your netursl degiye to avoig trouble ang expense snd the ye-
gulte of failura, will leed Jou to adjupy thia oontroverasy without
1itigatien, 8long the linse indicated abAVe and more fully n my
former letier.

{a) 1 need mexe no further reply to Four etatoment thay
the Tejon lndiane spg "free to go 88 they plesce withous let op hin;
drsnce,” You heve been mieinformed ip thie regars, bur informs¢ion
i precise; ¢ i brought down L0 date and we 8rs prepared o prove
our etaterengg.

Bor gy 14 Poezible to gamy 4 that "they are better
citigensg under prement Ponditiong thap they would be if taken in
charge by the Govarﬁment." Ho man, whits °r red, can be g good
cltisen {r g Teale that he holde nie emal) PoBssasiont only on
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B DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
%////Z% “ UNITED 8TaTES INDIAN FleLp SeRviIoE

R TN
SACRAMENTD INDIAN AGENCY
BACHA MENTO-CALIPORNIA

¥arch 21, 192 .

Hon. Cherles H. Burke,
Commissioner of Indien Affairs,
Washinp £t on,

» *

Uy dear yr, COmmissioner:

Eakersfield, Celifornie ang appearing in the San
Frencisco Chronicle of 18th, ‘nstant, kindly bve
advised thet the writer hss arranged to leave for
Pekersfield gna the Tejon settlement on Tuesd
next with the firm intention of‘aacertaining the
focts and teking such Sl€rs es may be necesspry
in the premisesg to protect the Indiensg

You will be further informed,

Very incerely, -

L, A, Dorrington,
Superintendent.

Referring to the attacnea news item from -

70of9
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Zen, Cazxles T, Iirie,
Coraissioner of Tidier Affeirs,
cE s wiu o, D, Q.

<. CCzr 'y, Commiianigner:

Referrin, Lo the sttecned NenE
Tekerafield, fclifornis snd opreering i
Francisco Chranicle of 16tL, Snetent, X
e0vised Lwrt the vriter nes £xrenged to
Frkersfield zné the Tcjon settlement onl
next 1LZ The firm intention of ascorta
Frels and LeXinz sueh ELETS 00 wEY LE n
i0 ithe premises ig rrotect tle Indi:os,

tngtay woad
axve thelr homms

b L

1oV will be lurther informeg,

Verpstincerely, . */W/
) - g = SR '

« Dol'rinzter,
rinterdent,
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